As reception study continues to grow and expand, it has moved into areas that were not in the field's vision a decade or more ago. One of those areas is reception within both minority-culture and cross-cultural contexts. This issue of Reception offers a contribution to that expansion with its second special-topic issue since the journal's inception seven years ago. Under the guest editorship of Patrocinio Schweickart, professor emerita at Purdue University, and Philip Goldstein, professor emeritus at the University of Delaware, the core of this issue consists of five articles that explore various dimensions of multicultural reception. As Schweickart and Goldstein point out in their guest-editors' introduction, the goal in bringing together these articles is to "contribute to the broad effort at opening American literature to the diverse literatures and readers that make it up." That includes studying the response to the works of authors of color, particularly by a culturally specific audience, which Lydia Magras explores in her article on the popular reception of Toni Morrison's Beloved, as well as attending to the "dialectical relation between readers and texts" at times of historical crisis, which Genevieve West examines to shed light on Zora Neale Hurston's "The Lost Keys of Glory" and Hurston's status as a feminist. Offering a different angle is Matthew Vechinski's examination of the appearance of portions of Amy Tan's The Joy Luck Club in two popular magazines-both before and after the publication of the full novel-and Orientalist and gendered assumptions behind the editorial changes made in those excerpts. Turning to both professional reviewers' responses and the online reactions of what historians of the book call "common readers," Allison Layfield analyzes both the vastly different receptions of two of Nora Okja Keller's novels, Comfort Woman and Fox Girl, and the cultural conditions that produced those differences. Crosscultural reception is also the focus of Perry Carter's discussion of the ways a group of U.S. college students responded to representations of Iran, Islam, and the Middle East through their reading of Christiane Bird's travelogue in Iran, Neither East nor West. Although Schweickart and Goldstein offer further details about each of these articles, readers will want to turn to the essays themselves to discover the richness and complexity of the authors' various approaches to and insights about readers and reception in these multicultural contexts.
Since one of the journal's goals is to keep readers abreast of important new books published in reception studies, this issue continues our practice of including reviews of books in literary, cultural, and media studies as well as in the history of the book that explore various dimensions of reading, looking, and listening. The nine reviews in this issue discuss and evaluate volumes that span a range of subjects, including literary studies, children's literature, classical reception study, biography, cultural and media studies, and, in a fitting connection to the focus of this issue, cross-cultural reception. For the last of these, readers will want to take a look at Patrocinio Schweickart's review of We are also pleased to announce a new feature beginning with this issue: the inclusion of abstracts for the main articles. As scholars of reception, we are acutely aware of the potential positive and negative effects of such paratexts on reading practices. We hope these abstracts will be only a benefit to our readers
